BILBAO

December.   The Ineffectual Red attacks against Villareal,

which for three weeks3 held only by two companies of
Infantry, was surrounded and besieged by some five
thousand Reds, is a typical example of the lethargy and
lack of initiative which could always be associated with
any Red plan of campaigning.

SKETCH   MAP  ILLUSTRATING THE  OPERATIONS  LEADING   TO
THE CAPTURE  OF BILBAO
Villareal and the roads it dominates having been freed,
General Solchaga, who under General Mola was respon-
sible for the execution of the plan in its second stage^ took
by assault the southern extremities of the chains of
mountains which, running to the seas barred the main
roads to Bilbao. He captured peaks like the Gorbea, the
Amboto and Urquiola, varying from 4,500 to 3,000 feet
high. These were mostly rude shoulders of naked granite
thrust skywards, but their possession was necessary to
enable each successive barrier to be attacked not from the
front, where the Reds had prepared formidable defence
lines, but from the flanks. Their possession was only
needed for individual operations, and garrisons were not
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